Care home network meeting 24.4.23
Celebrating intergenerational learning within adult care
Agenda:
· Introductions
· Updates
· Discussion: IG work within adult social care
· Dates/topics for this year
· AOB
Introductions
Updates
· Good to see 3 care homes reflected in the GWT Excellence Awards – watch the videos in the news section of the website https://generationsworkingtogether.org/news/gwts-excellence-awards-2023
· Global IG Week this week lots of events going on, encourage everyone to do something –information online and can also join in discussions and events from other countries
· New publication . GWT have been funded to develop a guidance document that supports older adults in engaging or developing intergenerational work within their community– Anyone interested in joining an online focus group of activity leads (or those leading on IG work) to inform the content.
· Global IG Week this week lots of events going on, encourage everyone to do something –information online and can also join in discussions and events from other countries
Training
Free online introductory modules for members- these can be used for inducting staff /volunteers
One day IG training – new dates on website
ICIP starts Tuesday 2nd May - Monday 26th June 2023 - £275 & £230
Discussion:
What is it about intergenerational learning that makes it fit so well within adult residential care?
· On a practical level the places near each other in the community- often in walking distance
· You can embed intergenerational activities into existing routines, rather than developing it as an additional piece of work- huge benefits to doing this ie more sustainable, less costs, less reliant on funding so less work in finding funding bids, its not an add on to an already busy day, gives children a better sense of what goes on in care homes
· Job role- Similarities in terms of care, assessment & procedures & routines, activities and engagement – particularly in early years and primary education
· A matching need & interests eg children wanting attention from older adults who have time, skills and experience to share- similar interests & hobbies
· Staff often have the same skills
· Nurturing environment- play based
Benefits – see slide 9
Discussion: What challenges do you feel you face in developing & delivering intergenerational opportunities; how can they be overcome?
· Adult social care overwhelmed as is education, so can be hard to set up partnerships- need to find the hook in for people
· Additional challenges working with adults with dementia
· Funding- better to try and develop sustainable projects
· Time scales to get projects off the ground
· Trying to get colleagues to see the benefits of IG work
· Busting the myth that IG work is ‘lovely & nice’ rather than essential and can be used as a targeted approach

Discussion: How can we encourage others to develop intergenerational learning opportunities  within adult care?
· GWT speak at care home forums such as Dundee forum held at MenziesHill House
· Care homes to add information about their IG work to their websites
· Word of mouth very important to involve others from the community
· Add GWT link to care home face book sites

Meeting reminders for 2023
Thursday 21st September 10am – 12: this session will be in person at Methil Haven – the first intergenerational shared site in Scotland
This is a wonderful opportunity to view the new Methil Haven care home and observe how intergenerational practice is being developed with the onsite nursery in this inspiring space. 

Wednesday 15th November 10am – 12: this will be online
Let’s reflect upon 2023 and think about the changes we can make to improve intergenerational practice within care homes in 2024
In so many care homes, intergenerational work is usually carried out by one person and reflecting upon your own intergenerational practice can be lonely and challenging. So join us for this session when as colleagues we can share the challenges we’ve faced in 2023 and how we can potentially overcome them in 2024. Going to be joined by Amy Lock from Care Home FaNs 
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