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Intergenerational Learning 
and Living Communities 



The Grandschools Team

$1.15 million NHMRC interdisciplinary research project embedded into PhD projects and 
university curriculum across healthy programs, landscapes and built-environment



The Grandschools project views 
health, education, urban planning and 
architecture as catalysts for co-care, 
co-health, co-fitness, co-learning 
between generations.



The aim is to benefit health, 
wellbeing and continued 
engagement of youth and 
seniors through connected 
sites.

Where youth can develop 
supportive relationships, build 
community and vocational skills 
through inclusive programs and 
social enterprise and where 
seniors can age in place while 
actively participating in 
community life.

The opportunity is to develop  
models of education and senior 
living zones which integrates 
healthy facilities and programs, 
shared by the old and young 
alike.
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A model which differs from existing programs through a policy 
driven 'shared campus facilities and services' approach that 
is relationship centered and socially inclusive. 

Grandschools

Translatable across diverse Australian contexts, from urban 
realms where land is limited, and regionally, where closer 
engagement between generations will maintain social networks. 

A microcosm to deepen relationships, connectivity, and 
understanding between generations and increasing social 
opportunities and skills for seniors and youth alike.

Incrementally refined and economically evaluated which 
seeks to contextualize the risks, impediments and benefits 
of co-situated senior living/educational settings.

Responds to urgent national workforce development needs and health 
training demand in senior sectors by providing an integrated model for 
school based vocational pathways for youth in co-located settings. 
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Project activities

Grandschools



Stage 1 Systematic 
Literature Review + 
Model Framework

Integrated Models: 
Architecture/Planning 

Public Health, Senior 
Living and Youth

Environments: 
Mobility + Fitness

Learning Environments  
Vocational Pathways

POE’s Senior Living/
Education Campuses

Policy/Governance: 
Health + Education

Stage 2 Data Collection
Small Case Study Projects

Virtual Design + 
Construction Operations

Operational Efficiencies
Spatial Syntax Mapping

Tracking for Health & 
Wellbeing

Integrated Vocational 
Learning

Research Synthesis
Workshops with 
Industry/Community
Partners

Model Development
Workshops with
Industry/Community 
Partners

Incremental Model 
Deployment + POE 
Existing projects

Policy Exemplars & 
Economic Factors

Model Refinement 
+ Economic 
Evaluation

Implementation / 
Decision Support 
Tool

Intergenerational Healthy 
Living/ Learning 

Stage 3 Synthesis 
Industry/Community 
Consultation

Stage Implementation

Industry/Policy
Reference Group

RESEARCH PLAN:



Survey School Principals

• 7% schools delivering intergenerational programs

• 85% respondents identified school facilities/spaces 
available for intergenerational programming

• 85% identified potential activities as a catalyst for 
interaction

• 50% interested in further development of 
opportunities to support youth training and career 
development & senior education/mentoring 
through onsite senior community



Key informant interviews
25 stakeholder interviews focused on governance and 
legislative constraints in schools/ senior living 
environments.

Topics
• Characteristics/ background
• Existing intergenerational activities
• Grandschools model

• Benefits
• Site suitability, ownership
• Governance, 
• Funding, 
• Risk management
• Compliance requirements
• Enterprise / social enterprise
• Future planning



• University Research students
• QUT PhDs
• Masters of Architecture

Design Workshops
• COTA –Q
• St Johns Anglican College
• Pomona/Noosa Intergenerational Development

Masterplanning & Design

Designing Grandschools



https://stjohnsgloballearninginstitute.qld.edu.au/the-grandschools-project/



Decision Tools/
Certification

Grandschools
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